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Whole-book spoilers. Optional prompts for adult discussion. Pass on any item without explaining why.

Book: The Women by Kristin Hannah. Reference ISBN 9781250178633. Your edition / chapter notes:

Before full-book spoilers

What early expectation about Frankie's future did the novel establish before she chose service? | Which first
impression of nursing work changed the scale of what you expected the book to show?

QO01. How does Frankie's idea of service change when an ideal becomes a
task that must be done? Which scene makes the change tangible?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q02. What kinds of expertise become visible in the nursing setting? Compare
the work itself with the credit it receives.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q03. How does friendship among women carry knowledge or care that an
official role does not? Identify a practical act, not only a feeling.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q04. Where does a family expectation make Frankie's experience difficult to
describe? What would the listener need to change in order to hear it?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

QO05. How does the narrative distinguish trauma from the language other
people use to dismiss it? Keep the analysis about the text's choices.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q06. Which return scene makes absence from a public story feel like an
active pressure rather than a missing compliment?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:
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QO07. What happens to the pace of the novel when urgent service gives way to
civilian time? Discuss how the form carries that transition.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q08. How do romantic expectations intersect with the need to be believed?
Are they ever asked to do work they cannot fully do?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q09. Where does a shared memory allow one person to understand another
without a complete explanation? What remains beyond that understanding?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q10. How does the ending connect recognition with ongoing life rather than a
single moment of public honor? Choose a concrete final action.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q11. What part of Frankie's experience remains particular to her? Why does
that matter when discussing the title's broader claim?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q12. Which historical question would you research separately after this
meeting? Name the primary record or first-person testimony that could help.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Source record: https://kristinhannah.com/books/the-women/book-clubs/. Original prompts; no affiliate links. Version
1.0, 15 October 2026.
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