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The Midnight Library: participant questions
BiblioFiend | Version 1.0 | 15 October 2026

Whole-book spoilers. Optional prompts for adult discussion. Pass on any item without explaining why.

Book: The Midnight Library by Matt Haig. Reference ISBN 9780525559498. Your edition / chapter notes:

__________________

Before full-book spoilers
What did the library image make you expect about choice before the rules of the space became clear? | Which early

detail gave Nora's account of regret a concrete shape rather than a broad label?

Q01. How does the library make a possible life appear readable? What can a
book-shaped life hide that living it reveals?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q02. Which regret depends on a story Nora has told herself about another
person? What complicates that story when she learns more?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q03. How do the rules of the library limit the meaning of a free choice?
Identify one rule that shapes what Nora can discover.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q04. What does a prestigious or admired life fail to tell Nora in advance?
Compare public success with an ordinary lived moment.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q05. Where does a relationship matter more than the achievement around
which an alternative was imagined? Use a specific encounter.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q06. How does Mrs Elm's role combine familiarity with authority? What can
she explain, and what must Nora learn another way?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________
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Q07. Does repetition across possible lives deepen a question or make the
outcomes feel predetermined? Defend your response with two examples.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q08. How does the narrative handle uncertainty about what makes a life
worth living? Where does a simple maxim seem inadequate?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q09. Which small action gains value when Nora stops seeing it as merely the
absence of a grander life? Discuss its scale carefully.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q10. How does the ending relate possibility to commitment? Does choosing a
life mean believing it will be free of regret?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q11. What remains unknown in the closing pages? Why might keeping that
unknown matter more than supplying a reassuring future?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q12. How would the book change if possible lives could be compared from
outside without being lived? What does experience add to the judgment?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Source record:

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/575653/the-midnight-library-by-matt-haig/readers-guide/. Original

prompts; no affiliate links. Version 1.0, 15 October 2026.


