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Whole-book spoilers. Facilitation notes, not an answer key.

Opening lens
Lessons in Chemistry places Elizabeth Zott's scientific work beside the public role she is expected to perform. A

discussion can follow how an explanation changes when its audience changes. It can also ask which kinds of labor

receive credit and which are treated as background support.

Evidence method
Choose a scene in a scientific setting and one connected with a wider audience. Compare who is allowed to ask

questions and who controls the answer. Use the novel's words, not a remembered television scene. The group need

not prove a scientific claim to discuss how the book stages authority.

Minutes Task Book-specific starting point

0-5 Scope and pass option Which early exchange made the

rules around Elizabeth's work most

apparent?

5-15 Opening reaction What did the title lead you to expect

about the relationship between a

lesson and a life?

15-30 People and relationships How does Elizabeth alter an

explanation for a different audience

without surrendering its substance?

Bring a concrete example of the

change.

30-45 Narrative choices What does the cooking-show setting

allow the novel to say about public

speech? How does care fit into the

task of explaining an idea?

45-55 The ending Which apparent solution remains

dependent on a social rule the novel

has challenged? Discuss the tension

rather than declaring it resolved.
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Minutes Task Book-specific starting point

55-60 One remaining question Finish with an explanation Elizabeth

gives and the audience it reaches.

That lets the group connect science

and public voice without reducing

either to a slogan.

Group 1 chapter cue
Bring a chapter in which Elizabeth's expertise meets an institutional rule.

Group 2 chapter cue
Choose a chapter connected with Supper at Six or its audience.

Group 3 chapter cue
Find a late scene that changes an earlier understanding of recognition.

Closing direction
Finish with an explanation Elizabeth gives and the audience it reaches. That lets the group connect science and

public voice without reducing either to a slogan.

Edition and scope note
These questions follow Bonnie Garmus's novel. The television adaptation can rearrange or add material. A claim

about a real scientific result or historical policy needs a source beyond the fictional scene.

Source
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/677234/lessons-in-chemistry-by-bonnie-garmus/readers-guide/ |

Lessons in Chemistry | Bonnie Garmus | ISBN 9780593314487


