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Whole-book spoilers. Facilitation notes, not an answer key.

Opening lens

Lady Tan's Circle of Women follows Tan Yunxian within a world that sharply limits women's access to knowledge
and authority. The group can ask how skill moves through relationships when formal permission is unequal. The
novel's medical setting is part of its historical fiction, not a source of health instructions.

Evidence method

Trace one piece of knowledge from the person who teaches it to the person who needs it. Note the social barrier
at each step. Bring a chapter heading from your edition when describing a practice, and keep discussion of the

fictional treatment separate from any claim about present-day care.

Minutes

Task

Book-specific starting point

0-5

Scope and pass option

Which early description made the
limits around Yunxian's future feel
most concrete?

5-15

Opening reaction

How did the opening frame the
difference between being useful
and being allowed to act?

15-30

People and relationships

How does a friendship carry
knowledge across a social
boundary? What risk or
misunderstanding travels with it?

30-45

Narrative choices

Where does the narration ask
readers to recognize a historical
limit without accepting it as natural?
What detail makes that distinction
visible?

45-55

The ending

What would be lost if the novel
were described only as the story of
an exceptional woman? Consider
the less celebrated work around
her.

55-60

One remaining question

Close by naming a chain of care
with more than one contributor. The
circle matters when the group can
see the work that no single person
could claim alone.
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Group 1 chapter cue

Choose a chapter where knowledge passes between women.

Group 2 chapter cue

Find an encounter in which rank or gender changes access to a patient.

Group 3 chapter cue

Bring a late scene that revises what the title's circle can mean.

Closing direction

Close by naming a chain of care with more than one contributor. The circle matters when the group can see the
work that no single person could claim alone.

Edition and scope note

A fictional remedy or examination is not medical advice. Keep health decisions outside this discussion pack.
Historical assertions also need the author's notes and separate primary records, rather than a novel scene alone.

Source

https://lisasee.com/books/lady-tans-circle-of-women/ | Lady Tan's Circle of Women | Lisa See | ISBN
9781982117085
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