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Whole-book spoilers. Facilitation notes, not an answer key.

Opening lens

Monica Wood's How to Read a Book brings Violet, Harriet and Frank into unexpected relation after loss and
imprisonment. The novel gives reading a social setting without claiming that books erase responsibility. A
discussion can hold the possibility of connection beside the fact that some damage cannot be reversed.

Evidence method

Give each of the three central people a short line of notes. Record one need, one assumption and one encounter
that changes the assumption. A shared book or task can then be discussed as part of a relationship, rather than
as a magical cure for grief or guilt.

Minutes Task Book-specific starting point

0-5 Scope and pass option What did the opening make you
expect from a novel called How to
Read a Book?

5-15 Opening reaction Which early ordinary action made a
character feel less like a role such
as prisoner, teacher or widower?

15-30 People and relationships How does Frank's grief resist a
simple account of the marriage he
lost? What can another person
know, and what remains private?

30-45 Narrative choices How do humor and awkwardness
make room for a difficult exchange?
Name a moment when a laugh
does not remove the pain.

45-55 The ending What cannot be repaired by the
connections the novel creates?
Why does retaining that limit matter
to its hopeful elements?

55-60 One remaining question Leave with one example of
attention that does not erase
accountability. That makes room for
the novel's warmth without turning
its losses into steps toward a tidy
lesson.
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Group 1 chapter cue

Bring a chapter connected with the prison book club.

Group 2 chapter cue

Locate the bookstore encounter or a later chapter shaped by it.

Group 3 chapter cue

Choose a late scene that keeps responsibility and connection in view together.

Closing direction

Leave with one example of attention that does not erase accountability. That makes room for the novel's warmth
without turning its losses into steps toward a tidy lesson.

Edition and scope note

This is Monica Wood's novel, not Mortimer Adler's instructional book of the same title. The prison and grief
prompts concern the fiction; they do not ask anyone to disclose personal legal history or bereavement.

Source
https://www.monicawood.com/readbook | How to Read a Book | Monica Wood | ISBN 9780063243675
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