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James: participant questions
BiblioFiend | Version 1.0 | 15 October 2026

Whole-book spoilers. Optional prompts for adult discussion. Pass on any item without explaining why.

Book: James by Percival Everett. Reference ISBN 9780385550369. Your edition / chapter notes:

__________________

Before full-book spoilers
What did the title James make you expect about the person at the center of the story? | Which early change in

narrative authority felt most striking before the plot became familiar?

Q01. How does the gap between what James understands and what others
assume he understands shape a scene? Who benefits from that gap?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q02. Where does changing speech function as a survival decision?
Distinguish a chosen performance from a lack of knowledge.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q03. What does an interior thought reveal that a spoken exchange cannot?
Consider how the novel gives readers access to that difference.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q04. How does James's relationship with Huck change when James controls
the account? Identify a moment where care and unequal power coexist.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q05. What forms of knowledge count as authority for different characters?
Compare practical skill with the ability to write or interpret a record.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q06. Where does humor expose a structure of power rather than soften it?
Discuss what makes the joke uncomfortable as well as effective.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________
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Q07. Which familiar adventure pattern becomes harder to accept from this
viewpoint? Describe the shift without assuming every reader knows Twain.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q08. How does the novel handle a choice made under coercion? What would
a fair account of the available choices need to include?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q09. What does a name allow a person to claim? Trace the relation between a
public label and self-definition across two chapters.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q10. How does the ending change what it means for James to act rather than
be acted upon? Keep the costs of that action in view.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q11. What part of the narrative resists being folded into a reassuring story
about progress? Which final detail supports that reading?
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Q12. If the story had kept another narrator, what knowledge would have
remained outside it? Name a specific kind of access this novel creates.
Chapter or letter cue in my edition: ____________________ Notes: ____________________

Source record:

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/738749/james-pulitzer-prize-winner-by-percival-everett/. Original

prompts; no affiliate links. Version 1.0, 15 October 2026.


