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Whole-book spoilers. Facilitation notes, not an answer key.

Opening lens

James by Percival Everett re-centers a story familiar from Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. The useful starting point
is whose language the reader is hearing and who controls its public performance. You can discuss this novel without
first treating Twain's book as the default account against which every choice must be measured.

Evidence method

Separate a character's speech to one audience from speech in another setting. Keep the chapter context beside any
example. The group should discuss what the language does, rather than perform dialect aloud or ask a participant to
stand for an identity. Prior reading of Twain can add context but is not a prerequisite.

Minutes

Task

Book-specific starting point

0-5

Scope and pass option

What did the title James make you
expect about the person at the
center of the story?

5-15

Opening reaction

Which early change in narrative
authority felt most striking before the
plot became familiar?

15-30

People and relationships

How does James's relationship with
Huck change when James controls
the account? Identify a moment
where care and unequal power
coexist.

30-45

Narrative choices

How does the novel handle a choice
made under coercion? What would a
fair account of the available choices

need to include?

45-55

The ending

What part of the narrative resists
being folded into a reassuring story
about progress? Which final detail
supports that reading?
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Minutes Task

Book-specific starting point

55-60 One remaining question

Finish by distinguishing recognition
from permission. James's voice does
not need another character's
approval to become the center of the
account.

Group 1 chapter cue

Choose a chapter with more than one audience for speech.

Group 2 chapter cue

Locate a scene where a person has to decide what can safely be said.

Group 3 chapter cue

Bring a final-section chapter that changes the scale of James's agency.

Closing direction

Finish by distinguishing recognition from permission. James's voice does not need another character's approval to

become the center of the account.

Edition and scope note

This is Percival Everett's novel James, not a Bible study or a guide to the biblical
Finn can help a comparison, but the prompts also work from Everett's text alone.

Source

letter. Knowledge of Huckleberry

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/738749/james-pulitzer-prize-winner-by-percival-everett/ | James |

Percival Everett | ISBN 9780385550369
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