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Whole-book spoilers. Optional prompts for adult discussion. Pass on any item without explaining why.

Book: All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. Reference ISBN 9781501173219. Your edition / chapter
notes:

Before full-book spoilers

Which sensory detail made an early setting clear without a long description? | What did moving between
viewpoints ask you to remember before their paths drew closer?

QO01. How does Marie-Laure learn a place through more than sight? Which
narrative choice keeps that learning from becoming a simple lesson for
other characters?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q02. What does Werner's skill make possible, and what does it fail to
protect him from? Keep those two effects distinct.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

QO03. Choose an object whose meaning changes between viewpoints. Does
the reader carry knowledge about it that a character lacks?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q04. When does a radio signal offer connection, and when does it become
a tool of power? Compare the circumstances around each use.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

QO05. Which character acts on incomplete information in a way you can
understand but still question? What alternative was visible to them?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q06. How do family obligations shape a choice that might otherwise look
purely individual? Use one relationship in each main storyline.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

QO07. What does the order of short chapters do to suspense? Try outlining
the same events in chronological order and name what would be lost.
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Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

QO08. Where does beauty sit beside destruction without cancelling it?
Discuss a concrete image rather than a general claim about hope.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

QO09. How does a small act of resistance differ from a public act in this
novel? What risks does the narration make visible?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q10. Which late disclosure changes your view of an earlier silence? Does it
settle responsibility or make the judgment harder?

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q11. What does the later frame preserve that the wartime characters could
not know? Consider memory as well as missing information.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Q12. Does the ending ask for consolation, witness or continued doubt?
Two readers can defend different answers from different final details.

Chapter or letter cue in my edition: Notes:

Source record:
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/All-the-Light-We-Cannot-See/Anthony-Doerr/9781501173219.
Original prompts; no affiliate links. Version 1.0, 15 October 2026.
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