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Whole-book spoilers. Facilitation notes, not an answer key.

Opening lens

Anthony Doerr places Marie-Laure and Werner in separate lives that move toward occupied France. The novel
makes access to information a moral issue as well as a plot device. A reader can ask what a character could
know at a given moment before judging that person from the ending.

Evidence method

Keep a two-column note for the viewpoints. Record one shared object or medium, then note how each character
encounters it. Radio is especially useful because a signal can travel farther than the person who sends it. Treat
the novel as fiction; a historical claim needs a separate historical source.

Minutes Task Book-specific starting point

0-5 Scope and pass option Which sensory detail made an early
setting clear without a long
description?

5-15 Opening reaction What did moving between
viewpoints ask you to remember
before their paths drew closer?

15-30 People and relationships When does a radio signal offer
connection, and when does it
become a tool of power? Compare
the circumstances around each
use.

30-45 Narrative choices Where does beauty sit beside

destruction without cancelling it?
Discuss a concrete image rather
than a general claim about hope.

45-55 The ending What does the later frame preserve
that the wartime characters could
not know? Consider memory as
well as missing information.

55-60 One remaining question Close with a message that reached
someone and a message that failed
to arrive. The difference keeps the
discussion grounded in the novel's
movement of knowledge.
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Group 1 chapter cue

Bring one early Marie-Laure chapter and one early Werner chapter.

Group 2 chapter cue

Locate a chapter where a signal or message changes what someone knows.

Group 3 chapter cue

Use a chapter near the convergence and one from the later frame.

Closing direction

Close with a message that reached someone and a message that failed to arrive. The difference keeps the
discussion grounded in the novel's movement of knowledge.

Edition and scope note

The television adaptation can compress or rearrange events. Use a chapter in the novel to settle
book-versus-screen differences. This guide does not use a fictional scene as proof of a real wartime event.

Source

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/All-the-Light-We-Cannot-See/Anthony-Doerr/9781501173219 | All the
Light We Cannot See | Anthony Doerr | ISBN 9781501173219
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