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Whole-book spoilers. Facilitation notes, not an answer key.

Opening lens

A Man Called Ove: facilitator notes

Ove first appears through routines and sharp judgments. A discussion can test that first impression against the
private history the novel later allows readers to see. Keep grief separate from an excuse for harm: a character
can deserve compassion while another person still has grounds to challenge his behavior.

Evidence method

Start with a rule Ove insists on, then trace what the rule protects. Bring one early chapter and one later chapter to
that comparison. This lets the group discuss change through scenes rather than simply vote on whether he is
likable. No one needs to share a personal loss to take part.

Minutes

Task

Book-specific starting point

0-5

Scope and pass option

Which small action first helped you
picture Ove, before you knew much
about his past?

5-15

Opening reaction

What tone did you expect from the
opening, and which early detail
complicated that expectation?

15-30

People and relationships

What does Parvaneh notice that
other neighbors miss? Compare
her way of responding with a more
distant character's approach.

30-45

Narrative choices

How do the comic scenes affect the
weight of grief? Find one place
where humor opens space and one
where it feels uneasy.

45-55

The ending

What remains unresolved about
Ove's relation to other people?
Would a tidier resolution have
weakened the book's view of care?

55-60

One remaining question

End by naming one moment when
being needed differs from being
known. That distinction can hold
both affection for Ove and a clear
view of his harder behavior.
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Group 1 chapter cue

Choose an early chapter built around a rule or a routine.

Group 2 chapter cue

Find a chapter where a neighbor changes the course of Ove's day.

Group 3 chapter cue

Bring a late chapter that made you reread an earlier judgment.

Closing direction

End by naming one moment when being needed differs from being known. That distinction can hold both
affection for Ove and a clear view of his harder behavior.

Edition and scope note

The film A Man Called Otto is an adaptation with its own choices. This pack follows the novel A Man Called Ove.
If a remembered scene comes from the film, locate its book counterpart before using it as evidence.

Source

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/A-Man-Called-Ove/Fredrik-Backman/9781476738024 | A Man Called
Ove | Fredrik Backman | ISBN 9781476738024
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